
THIS ISSUE Iran, bomb THEm or
blESS THEm

Special inSert

SUMMER 2007AEA on thE wEb: www.AEAministriEs.org

kIdS SHarE THEIr faITH
-no kIddIng

p.6

aEa rEgIonal lEadErSHIp 
confErEncE 
waSHIngTon, dc
p.2

aea
MinistrySpotlight

prESIdEnT’S mESSagE
E. John Reinhold

what is your Spiritual roI (return on Investment)?
In Iran our brothers and sisters are zealously witnessing for Christ to their own peril.  
Nobody can predict what the consequences may be when you proselyte Moslems in 
Iran.  Some have been martyred, many have been banished, lost jobs, family ties or just 
disappeared.  Yet the underground church flourishes in Iran.

Let’s transfer what is happening there to America.  Most American churches experience 
zero growth.  Why?  If you could take a poll each week of all the Bible believing Christians 
in America asking how many invited someone to church, much less shared with anyone 
or even got on a spiritual subject, what percentage do you think could respond positively?

So, here we have freedom to witness and only a tiny minority does, while in Iran, where 
you can lose your life for the sake of the Gospel, thousands are sharing, resulting with large 
numbers responding.  

Last year one of the major evangelical organizations with thousands of churches added 
up all the money spent on all salaries, benefits, property, programs and all the rest and 
discovered they were averaging a cost of $63,000 per one new baptism.  That amount spent 
to gain one new Christian could furnish 126 sets of “Ambassador Players” with the entire 
leadership and Bible school curriculum to 126 cells in Iran for training several hundred 
brothers and sisters a year.  If the average underground cell is training 20 people a year, 
and those 20 average 20 converts a year,…well you do the math. 

Ultimately we will each stand before the Throne and give an account for what we’ve done 
with our time and resources. What is your ROI?

Perhaps your ROI doesn’t add up.  Who said that insanity is doing the same things over 
and over expecting a different result?
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AEA’ers gathered at the famous 
Channel Inn on the Potomac River 
in Washington, DC for the Eastern 
Regional Leadership Meeting. Refuge 
of Hope Disciple Center, an AEA affiliate 
in our nation’s capitol, hosted the 
meeting April 27-29.  AEA’ers from 
New England, Midwest, the Mid-
Atlantic and Southeast came together 
to be trained through a series, created 
by Dr. Bob Bedford, relating to church 
planting growth.  

Several of AEA’s diverse ministries 
were highlighted as Sir Ted Seymour 
presented Active Outreach Mission Fund; 
Virginia Bieber presented the activities 
of Household of Faith Counseling 
Ministries; Barbara Gorss presented 
the seminar series of Changing Seasons 
Ministries of Centerville, Massachusetts. 
Pastor Kerry Fink presented “Music of 
Your Life”; Dr. James Nicholls brought 
everyone up to date on “Voice of 
Freedom” Radio and Dr. William M. 
Comfort and Dr. Michael Oldham 
President and Dean of Chesapeake 
Bible College gave an update on the 
institutes new offerings.

Saturday afternoon, AEA’ers bused to 
the Refuge of Hope campus at Capitol 
and P to see the latest renovations 
taking place so that battered wives can 
be housed. In addition, daycare and 
counseling are offered.  

On Sunday, the banquet room was 
filled as all celebrated the 17 year 
Anniversary of Refuge of Hope Disciple 
Center outreach in the District of 
Columbia.  Members of Christian 
Care Ministry donated $25,000 
toward completing the campus which 
matched funds anonymously given  by 
ministry friends.

aEa HoldS rEgIonal lEadErSHIp confErEncE  
waSHIngTon d.c.



Board Member Roger Craft, AEA President John Reinhold 
and Dona Reinhold were guests of AEA’s English Language 
Academy-India that was launched in January.  All three 
representing AEA were called on to address the classes.  Dr. 
Reinhold met with the ELA board of trustees and Director 
K.C. Gilchrist to assess the present status of the school and 
plan for the future schools throughout India.

In 2006, the Administrative Board of Elders agreed to fund 
a school teaching English to Christians in India and for a 
platform to reach out to non-Christian Indians.  “Those 
in India mastering English, especially 'American' English 
are far better able to find good jobs,” commented Director 
Gilchrist.  “Most of those coming to Christ are from the 
lower classes and are in a hopeless economic situation.   By 
receiving the training they will be better able to care for 
their families and provide means to support the Lords’ 
work,” he explained. The school will also be an outreach to 
non-Christians.

Students are asked to pay what they are able and pledge 
to repay their cost of training when they get better jobs.  
The model is structured so that each school will be self-
sustaining in 4 years.  
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aEa VISITS EnglISH langUagE 
acadEmy-IndIa

English Language Academy classroom in Raipur

SErbIan cHUrcHES 
ESTablISHEd
dESpITE pErSEcUTIon 
Lily Yankovski is an Ordained 
AEA Pastor serving in Serbia with 
Outreach Fellowship International.  
Three churches have been 
established through the Lord 
using her willingness to serve. She 
literally operates day-to-day in faith 
and writes: “I could write a book 
just on finances in His grace, but 
let me assure you, Jesus never fails! 
His provision has come in most unexpected ways.  He just 
keeps moving hearts, using PayPal and sending, sending...
although there were empty refrigerators and hungry days, 
late bill payments and all sorts of challenges.”

Early last year, Lily graduated from Theological University 
of Novi Sad, receiving a degree accredited by the European 
Evangelical Accrediting Association, but not recognized in 
Serbia, where there is no freedom of worship. Evangelical 
and Protestant churches of all denominations are considered 
as occult practices, persecuted by the Russian Orthodox. 
“Once I was facing the barrel of a gun pointed to my heart 
because I wanted to pray for the healing of a sick wife.  Once 
I was followed after a house fellowship, by two men who 
forced their way into and ransacked my apartment cursing 
me and God,” she reported.  The State Police did nothing 
to help.

Despite all that and many other “small” persecutions, three 
house fellowships are still praising Jesus in Subotica and 
experiencing the Lord’s transformation and miracle healing 
power.  “I have been used by the Lord to see people healed 
and restored,” Lily said rejoicing.  Due to the popularity 
of a 13 part TV Series she produced called “12 Steps to 
Healing” in Subotica, a town in the upper North city in 
Serbia, over 300 Serbs have made contact with her.  “Many 
keep in touch and pray...my mobile phone bill is higher 
than my rent,” Lily reports. 

“Glory to His Name, I have found a small underground 
group of older women with whom to intercede actively on 
behalf of this nation where a REVIVAL has never taken 
place. Therefore, please pray for our land!” 

Lily has an undying love for our Savior and her Serbian 
Saints with a heavy burden to reach those in darkness.  
She needs your prayers and monthly financial pledges. 
You can email your encouragement and donations directly 
to her. Please use www.paypal.com via e-mail address 
truthfortoday@medianis.net. 

 

Pastor Lily Yankovski

English Language Academy Board Members
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AEA President, Dr. John and Dona Reinhold visited 
Tucson, Arizona, to meet with board members of Tucson 
Theological Seminary, an AEA affiliated institution.  Plans 
were shared of how TTS will better serve AEA members 
and the Body at large.  Tucson Theological Seminary, now 

re-chartered American Institute for Biblical Studies (AIBS), 
will launch a “state of the art” on-line study program, 
that will offer a broad base of degrees preparing men and 
women for ministry. 

American Institute for Biblical Studies will offer seminary 
diplomas and degree programs, starting in late 2007. 
American Institute for Biblical Studies has been given 
permission by the Arizona State Board for Private 
Post Secondary Education to award Masters and PhD 
degrees along with the one year Diploma of Ministry and 
Theological Studies.

AIBS offers diploma and degree programs which 
include courses in pastoral ministry, ministry leadership, 

bIblIcal STUdIES dEgrEES 
comIng onlInE

evangelism, theology, biblical studies, praise and worship, 
Christian counseling and preparation to direct Christian 
education. The program for diploma/certificate, master’s, 
and doctorate levels, prepares students for ministry and 
professional life. Students taking online courses will 
receive the same instruction, tuition fees and credits as the 
campus classroom. 

Students earning a degree will qualify for ordination with 
American Evangelistic Association. 

The online studies will use cutting edge technology to 
offer students the best possible web-based educational 
experience that will incorporate Sakai software along 
with video conferencing classrooms to simulate as close 
to a classroom experience as possible.  Students with 
webcams and headsets will be able to communicate with 
their instructors, while retaining their privacy with other 
students. Open forums with other students will include 
student chat rooms, study halls, visiting speaker seminars, 
and instructor question and answer sessions. 

Registering for classes and taking care of the consideration 
will be done online. Course fees may be paid in full or 
students may use any of the offered payment plans. 

AEA believes the affiliation will not only profoundly 
bless both organizations, but also impact the larger 
Kingdom. For more information, please visit: www.
americanbiblicalstudies.com

Christy Smalley, Dean with Douglas Stuart
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Household of Faith's future home.

HoUSEHold of faITH 
claImIng facIlITy by faITH
By Rev Virginia Bieber, BCC, MBC
The Household of Faith Biblical Counseling Ministry is 
stepping out in faith and claiming financial support for its 
goal of creating a Center for Biblical Counseling Ministry 
and Community Outreach.

Household of Faith Biblical Counseling Ministry is 
claiming a building that is strategically located and will 
provide a variety of programs to serve community members 
of every age.  

The ministry has been operating successfully since 1991, 
in three rooms of a 103 year old single family dwelling 
home owned by the founders Revs. Virginia and Ray 
Bieber.  In cooperation with Dr. Alan Kitay, Director of 
“Grace Bible College”, Humble, Texas, HFBCM now 
conducts Certified Biblical Counseling Training Classes 
in three Long Island Churches.  Because of the results 
experienced  applying counseling principles based in 
Scripture, HFBCM’s founder, Rev. Virginia Bieber strongly 
supports the training of lay people, pastors, deacons, 
elders, teachers, and nurses.

“We have been supporting and interacting with multi-
cultural and multi-racial groups, ‘Esther’s Court’ and 
‘Elijah’s Room,” noted Rev. Bieber in a recent interview. 
Esther’s Court ministers to females in three age categories:
young girls 0-12 years of age, adolescent girls ages 13–16, 
and young women 16-20.  This age division is used to meet 
the specific needs of each group.  The program training 
period involves at least one year.

Program Mission – Esther’s Court is a ministry to prepare 
young women to be able to discover their biblical identity, 
i.e. who our Lord says they are relating to a) Creation  b) 
Purpose  c) Destiny.

Program Goal – The participants in the program will be 
taught to research Scriptures pertaining to their creation, 
memorize those Scriptures and correctly apply them to 
their lives. The learning tools and training moralities 
include 1) The Bible – God’s word, 2) Video, 3) Role play, 
4) Group discussion, 5) Intergenerational exchanges of life 
experiences, 6) Community visits, 7) Feed back verbal/
written exercises, and, if necessary, (8) temporary Christian 
foster care.

Elijah’s Room Ministry will also be part of the facility. 
ERM is an outreach ministry to those in the community 
who have lost spouses. The focus of ERM is to be 
supportive and involved in the grief process. The mission 
of the ministry is to provide the widow/widower a resource 
for fellowship, educational materials, current events and 
individual support. Referrals are received from public 

announcements, church community leadership and lay 
persons. 

Young ladies are also an important module in this program. 
Training for Christians to become foster care parents for 
Esther’s Court is also a vital part of this Ministry.  This 
training usually includes participation with the Elijah’s 
Room training and learning process.

Rev. Roberta Coleman is the Director of Esther’s Court 
and Elijah’s Room. Arlene F. Reitzel/ Williams, a Christian 
Social Worker in the Ministry, has helped HFBCM expand 
the ministry outreach.

“Providentially, an established, strategically located building 
has become available”, reports Rev. Bieber.  “The facility 
has adequate rooms for counseling as well as training 
areas that can accommodate classes. HFBCM will be 
able to provide “Retreats” for women and men, learning 
seminars for marriages and additional support classes as 
necessary. As staff is needed, the facility lends itself to 
expansion so more people can receive ministry.”  A library 
for community use and a Chapel is proposed.

Additional counselors, social workers and administrative 
personnel will be added as needed. 

Acquiring the building will cost $350,000, plus the money 
necessary to furnish the offices and commons, and provide 
the office equipment.  Household of Faith invites you to 
join with them in seeing this vision become a reality to 
reach this Long Island community.  Please send donations 
to: Household of Faith, 26 Wiggins Avenue, Patchogue, 
New York 11772.
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Evangelism Explosion (EE)- South Asia has formed a 
partnership and agreed to equip the teachers from 700 
Awana Clubs in India which started in the month of April. 
Incorporating Kids’ EE into their curriculum, Awana 
Clubs will be training children to become witnesses for 
Jesus Christ at a time when they are establishing lifetime 
habits. “Train a child in the way he should go and when 
he is old he will not turn from it.” (Proverbs 22:6) “We 
must reach tomorrow’s leaders today!”

This training that the Awana teachers receive is 
contextualized and taught over five days in 12 local 
languages by experienced clinic teachers. Due to the 
flexible Gospel outline, the student’s personality is easily 
integrated into his or her presentation. The on-the-job 
training provides the teacher and subsequent kids with 
the opportunity to master the material and gives them 
the practical experiences in sharing their faith before 
they complete the instruction. The confidence that the 
teacher feels assures that he or she will use the training 
in his Awana Club Ministry and it is maintained by 
offering support after the clinics by an implementation 
fieldworker.

The Kids’ EE curriculum includes fun-filled, interactive 
learning experiences for kids. The methods include 
hand motions, dramas, and other techniques that help 
kids learn how to share the Gospel in a clear and direct 
manner. Kids’ EE teaches the basic truths of the Gospel of 
Jesus Christ in ways that deepen children’s understanding 
of grace, redemption and faith. “Saving faith” is defined 
so that children know what it means for them personally, 

and they can talk to others about it. 

Certified Kids’ EE Teachers have said, “Kids can do this. 
It’s just amazing to watch them share the Gospel during 
on-the-job training” and “Now, they understand what 
evangelism is. They are getting it and applying it. It’s not 
just in their head.” 

Those who have implemented Kids’ EE tell of the joy they 
have in seeing their children respond. “It is such a gift 
to give this tool to our children,” one certified Kids’ EE 
Teacher has shared. Truly, as the scriptures have stated, 
“God hath chosen the weak things of the world (children 
witnessing) to confound the things which are mighty.” (1 
Corinthians 1:27b) 

EE South Asia should be able to train all of the Awana 
teachers within six to nine months. Once Awana’s 
teachers are equipped, the implementation is guaranteed. 
The congregations involved will be thrilled! The goal is 
to lead the child from Kids’ EE through Youth EE and 
then Adult EE, so that they will be life long learners in 
evangelism. 

The Lord’s timing is perfect!  Kids’ EE materials are 
printed in nine major languages and there are 75 full-time 
trained and positioned staff. 

If you are interested in supporting this work, please 
send your check to Evangelism Explosion International 
- South Asia, PO Box 23820, Ft. Lauderdale, FL 33307. 
Christenson’s direct Email: tchristenson2001@yahoo.
com.  

kIdS SHarE THEIr faITH-no kIddIng!
by Tom Christenson, AEA Pastor and Director EE South Asia, New Delhi, India

Graduating Class- Ready to Train the Kids!
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rIVEr SprIngS, a SImplE STorEfronT oUTrEacH
A simple storefront outreach, “River Springs Soul Café” 
is missional both near and far.  The underlying focus is 
that all that come to belief and are baptized are called to 
be Christ’s ministers and to seek knowing Jesus’ specific 

ministry through them.  
The outreach then, is only 
as whole as the ministry 
of each person is complete.  
In this living, breathing 
manner of being part of the 
Universal body of Christ, 
each person is constantly 
growing in His design for 

them.  As they gather, the predominate focus is prayer. 
As Ted Gillette, a fellowship leader explains, “Here we 
listen for agreement and then seek how we as a body, need 
respond to the request of the sharing minister.  Our response 
is one of awareness and personal involvement with those 
whom we serve.”

“We welcome all walks, beliefs, and experiences of this life 
through our doors.  Our beginning point of conversation is 
Christ’s acceptance; the ongoing invitation is His message 
to come home or to come back home; our purpose is to be 
relational – as Christ is a bridge to the Father, so we are a 
bridge to Him.  For seven years now, we have gathered for 
prayer, worship and message while always seeking first, ‘How 

can we better serve?’  The make up of our group is from 
8 to 88 with often times more ‘hip’ seniors than younger 
generations.  I tell them, ‘You’re not supposed to like this 

style of music (contemporary) and service (simple).’  They 
just laugh and keep coming to worship Christ freely," Ted 
offered. 

What is the Soul Café setting?  Round tables and chairs, 
hot coffee and tea with warm baked goods as you arrive.  
Most plates maintain some sort of morsel on them 

throughout the service.  As in the ancient tradition of 
the early church, they pass the Peace of Christ to one 
another about half way though the worship.  It is a time 
to extend a hand of fellowship as well as refill a plate and 
a cup before they come to a time of teaching.  

"The Soul Café seeks to simply appreciate every face and smile 
that arrives on Sunday mornings.  There is no attendance 
taken – just a prayer of thanks for those who responded to 
God’s call to be with us that day.  River Springs is not a 
matter of 'going to church,' it is a matter of 'being church' 
day in and day out.  We understand ecclesia to be 'those 
who are called out.'  That’s who we are and that’s our 
invitation to those who partake – 'Come and be part of 
LIFE, the universal body of Jesus Christ!' Ted shared.”

Contact Pastor Ted Gillette at: River Springs Fellowship, 
20 East Airport Rd. #111, Lebanon, OR 97355, e-mail: 
tgillette@efmbroadcasting.com or 503-704-3607. 
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Special prayer needs

Dear Dr. Reinhold,
  
Greetings in the wonderful name of our Lord.  Hope you are all doing well by the grace of 
our Lord.  I will be leaving on June 6-16 for a missions trip to Curacao and Suriname, South 
America.  We have 2 churches in Curacao and 8 churches in Suriname.  Lord willing, I will 
be dedicating one of our renovated church buildings in Suriname. The churches there have 
been growing despite opposition from the government, Muslims and Hindus.  As a matter of 
fact the government approved our request for a building they closed and we were able to 
acquire it and have done some remodeling.  There is still much work to be done. 
  
Please pray for our protection and for the word to go forth with signs and miracles.  The 
Lord bless you all and the wonderful work that AEA has done. 
  
Pastor Paul Raghunandan 
786-525-5813


